JAN-e5-200T 04:53 PM 



P- 04^06 



AMENDMENT under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 
U-S, Appln, No. 09/385,607 

INTHECLAI^: 

1 . (Previously iH'^ented) A secure communications method, comprising: 

providing a modem cq)d>le of staMring identifying indicia unique to the modem, wherein 
the identifying indicia Includes gnq^cs data, tlie gmj^s data comprising an image of at least 
one of a credit card, a signature, or an account holder, and 

providing commimications sofVwaie stored within the modem, capable of transmitting 
identifying indicia to a communications line« wherein the identtfyii^ indicia are stored in the 
modem within a memory associated with a program memory of the modem and wherein the 
identifying indicia are writable only when the program memory is overwritten. 

2. (Original) The secure communications method of claim 1, wherein the modem stores 
the identifying hidicia integral to the modem* 

3. (Original) The secure communications method of claim 2, \s1iereln the identify^ 
indicia comprises bits accessible by processing circuitry of the modem in a read operation, the 
process circuitry reading the bits prior to causing the bits to be transmitted over the 
communications line.. 

4. (Original) The secure communications method of claim 3, wherein the bits aie stored 
within a memory array* 

5. (Original) The secure communications method of claim U comprising a process for 
permanently fixing the identifying indicia in circuitry of the modem. 

6* (Original) The secure communications method of claim 5, ^^lerein the process for 
pennanently fixing comprises blowing fttses. 
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AMENDMENT under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .116 
U.S. A|ipln.No. 09/385,607 

7. (Original) The secut* communication method of claim 5, further compri 
encrypting the identifying indicia prior to causing the identifying indicia to be transmitted over 
the communicationa tine. 

Claims 8. and 9. (Cancelled). 

10. (Previously presented) The secure communications method of claim 1, wherein the 
identifying indicia are formatted as compressed grt^phics data. 

Clauns 1 1 . and 12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Currently amended) Ti i« mnd i n nf o i nim 1 1 . A ^ ni mil fn iffl t iffnff m fi m , 

eomnrigitig' 

a propam memory adapted to atore a program contiolliny aapects of modem oneratiott: 
a omceaaof. couoled to the program memory, the proceaaor aitacuting at leaat a portion of 

ft r^T? tvml in iti rrmm mtmn tff nt Ifflgt m ^ma* of modem operation. 

th^ mgrflim fldapted to cause the procesBor. under control of the reoeranL to read 
i'^ttifVing Mh\% Pt5md [frtflprallv wilhin the modem and communicate the identifidna indicia 
to a host communicating w ith the modem, wherein the identifying iftdi^ia tnclydes grgphica data, 
the grtmhicH datii commising an image of at least one credit card including a credit narrt nnmher. 
wherein the identifying indicia are stored in an indicia memory, tiie indicia memory writable 
only wh«a program m^ory is written. 

14. (Currently amended') Th e mod e m -e f claim 1 4 i A secure communicationa modem. 
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AMENDMENT under 37 CJ.R. § 1 . 1 1 6 
U.S. Appln. No. 09/385,607 

a mtrif mmm adflrt^ mm ff mmm tn^Wns, rnvsHf mftdm mmtiftn; 

and 

a mtmesMr. coupled to the program memory, the nroceagor exeeuttnit at least a portion of 
a program gto^ ^ protpam memory to control at least an aaoect of modem operation. 

ihc nrnyrflm adi^pted to cauae the moceMor. under control of the Ptoiaam. to read 
identifying indicia atored intearally within the modem and communicate the identifying indicia 
to a host communicatinfl with the modem, whetein the identiiVing indicia includes mrihwH dntn 
the paphica dflft grTTWrP?"? one credit fiarrf inchiding a credit card number, 

wherein the identifying indicia are stored permanently within the modem. 

15. (Cancelled) 

1 6. (Original) The modem of claim 14, fiuther con^nising means for encrypting the 
identifying infonnatioD prior to communicating the identEEying iiif?»mation to the host. 

17. (CanoeUed) 

1 8. (Original) The modem of claim 14, vWierein flie identifying indicia identify an aspect 
of a fTnattdaT transaction account 

Claims 19-27. (CanoeUed) 
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